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uts ‘threaten 
isaster’ for 
olicing terror 


Austerity drive puts decades of progress 
in communities at risk, says police chief 


Vikram Dodd 
Police and crime correspondent 


National security is being endangered by 
cuts to local policing, which could lead to 
a disaster in the fight to stop Islamist and 
neo-Naziattacks, according to one of Brit- 
ain’s leading counter-terror police officers. 
Neil Basu, senior national co-ordina- 
tor for counter terrorism policing, told 
the Guardian two decades of progress in 
neighbourhood policing were at risk and 
that withdrawing police on the ground 
will mean losing the relationships and 
trust that yield crucial intelligence. 
“When we don’t have those people we 
will become so divorced from the front- 
line, and the frontline of communities, 
that that will be a disaster for policing in 
this country,” Basu said. Asked whether he 
meant it would be a disaster for Britain’s 
national security, he added: “Yes, because 
where’s the intelligence coming from?” 
Basu said the spate of five attacks this 
year could happen again and the threat of 
Islamist and extreme rightwing attacks 
was growing, with the two sets of violent 
extremists even feeding off each other. 
He said Britain could not arrest its way 
out of the high level of terrorist threat by 
building a “bigger and bigger [counter- 
terrorism] machine”. The country had to 
build confidence and trust among com- 
munities and redouble efforts on prevent- 
ing youngsters turning to terrorism. 
“That connection happens on the 
ground and that connection is fast disap- 
pearing in policing. All the work we’ve 
done over the last 20 years to put neigh- 
bourhood policing back on the map ... all 


of that work is in danger of disappearing. 
For me, that is a national security issue.” 

Basu said: “Everything the people who 
work for me do on a daily basis, which 
can be very intrusive into communities 
and working with MI5 ... the reason we 
are able to do that in this country without 
creating shockwaves is because we are 
not an invading army. We don’t police by 
coercion, we police by consent. Idon’t win 
that trust and confidence; it’s all the local 
bobbies on the street that win that trust 
and confidence.” 

Atleast one plot was thwarted this year 
because of a tipoff from the Muslim com- 
munity hours before the intended terror- 
ist attack. That was the product of trust 
and confidence in the police from Muslim 
communities, though he acknowledged 
that level of trust could be higher. 

He attacked a government decision to 
cut funding to police to specifically fight 
terrorism. A cut of 7% was assessed by the 
government on the lower level of threatin 
2015: “The threat has changed ... It went 
absolutely stratospheric.” 

His warning on funding echoes com- 
ments from the Metropolitan Police com- 
missioner, Cressida Dick, and other sen- 
ior police leaders, and comes as ministers 
face demands for extra funding for polic- 
ing, the NHS and defence, among others. 

Basu said the five attacks and seven 
plots that were disrupted were part of a 
change of terrorist tactics and tempo this 
year that surprised the counter-terrorism 
experts at Scotland Yard and MI5: “We 
were expecting the military push on 
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UK is ‘most 
obese nation 
in western 
Europe’ 


Haroon Siddique 


The UK is the most obese country in west- 
ern Europe, according to figures published 
yesterday by the Organisation for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation (OECD). 

Its annual Health at a Glance report 
found that 26.9% of the UK population 
had a BMI (body mass index) of greater 
than 30, the official definition of obesity, 
in 2015. Only five of the OECD’s 35 mem- 
ber states had higher levels of obesity, four 
outside Europe and one - Hungary - in 
eastern Europe. 

The report, which says that obesity in 
the UK has increased by 92% since the 
1990s, shows the scale of the public health 
challenge obesity presents to the country, 
with fears it could bankrupt the NHS. 

Tam Fry, chair of the National Obesity 
Forum, said: “One could weep over the fig- 
ures, the result ofsuccessive governments 
who have, for the last 30 years, done next 
to nothing to tackle obesity. 

“Even today, we have only a pathetic 
attempt by Theresa May’s administration 
to get serious about reducing the num- 
bers and avoiding an official estimate that 
more than 50% of the UK will be obese by 
2050,” he said. “Ten years ago, a govern- 
ment department report stated that the 
nation was sleepwalking into obesity - 
but no minister, either then or since, has 
woken up to the fact.” 

The government was heavily criticised 
when it launched its childhood obesity 
strategy last year forits reliance on volun- 
tary action by the food and drinkindustry 
and lack of restrictions on the marketing 
and advertising of junk food. 

Obesity is one of the two main drivers - 
the other is smoking - behind the biggest 
killers ofthe modern world: cancers, heart 
attacks, strokes and diabetes. 

The UK has the 11th highest cancer 
mortality rate (221.9 deaths per 100,000 
people), according to the OECD. But the 
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